
MP Letter Writing Campaign Instructions

Thank you for participating in our letter writing campaign targeting your local Member of Parliament (MP).

Here is a short list of instructions:

1.  Review the attached letter addressed to your Member of Parliament (MP).

a) Please find/confirm your MP’s name at http://www.parl.gc.ca/ .

b) Do you need more background information on the issue; if so please feel free to contact any of the Pensioners’ Chapter Executives listed below.

c) Is your mailing address correct; if not please send us the correction.

2. If any of the reasons in the letter trigger personal observations, please consider adding them - real constituent stories are very powerful in convincing MPs, and helping them convince their party colleagues.  If you decide to compose your own letter with the same request for BIA and CCAA revisions, that would be great too.

3. Please print and sign the MP letter (the ready-to-go version attached, your modified version, or your own composition).  NOTE:  The most effective communication with MPs is by sending a physical Royal Mail letter as opposed to an Email.  A telephone call or face-to-face meeting with your MP, followed up with the letter, is even more powerful.

4. NOTE:  No stamp is required for letters sent to your MP’s House of Commons address.

5. Your help and support is appreciated.  Please confirm that you have sent the letter with a note to society@thesociety.ca, including any comments you have on the campaign.

For additional information, please feel free to contact the following Society Pensioners’ Chapter Executive Members:

Bill Jones 

President

nott@rogers.com


(416) 231-6233

David Mintz 
Vice President
jdavidmintz@yahoo.ca

(416) 221-5840

Frank Lenarduzzi Director 

flenarduzzi@cogeco.ca
(416) 996-3539

[Date]

[Your MP] 

HOUSE OF COMMONS

OTTAWA ON K1A 0A6

Dear [First name]:

As an employee, I will depend on my pension when I retire.  I’m worried about losing a significant portion of that income if my employer were to restructure under the Companies’ Creditors Arrangement Act (CCAA) or become insolvent under the Bankruptcy and Insolvency Act (BIA) due to adverse business conditions like those we have recently lived through.  I understand that these two acts are up for review this year, and that neither acknowledges pension plans in deficit as creditors.

I thus respectfully request that you advocate for revisions to the two acts with the Minister of Industry so that pension plans in deficit have preferred unsecured creditor status.

Here’s why:  After retirement, I can’t easily return to work to cover my loss.  And I don’t want to be an added burden on government programs.  With a secure pension, I could continue to pay taxes and maintain my accustomed spending.  Financial worries could affect my health.  I am planning my retirement finances on the assumption that my pension (essentially deferred wages) would remain fully available as promised.

Other consequences of the revisions that support my request:  No secured creditor would be inconvenienced.  My full pension asset would be more likely to be invested in the economy.  Commentary on the recent Supreme Court of Canada decision in the Indalex case said that revisions to the CCAA and BIA were required to correct the “pensioners lose” impact of that decision.  Canada would get in step with most other developed nations in being fair to pensioners through difficult business events.

Can I count on your support?  Hoping to hear from you.

Yours sincerely,

[Name]
[Address]

